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Nothing is more important to us than the safety and welfare of our pupils. 

We are fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of our children and young people within our 
school.  We work closely with families and a range of professional external agencies to secure this and follow Dudley 

Safeguarding policies and procedures within our school. 
We hope you find this Safeguarding Newsletter useful and aim to send at least one each half term. 

 

WhatsApp Group Chats 
In the last few weeks school staff have been picking up various issues in upper school regarding conduct on 
pupils WhatsApp group chats. One of the issues facing parents is that your child could have been added into a 
group where there are other contacts from the creator’s contacts included. Your child will not necessarily know 
all of these people and there is potential for your child to be exposed to inappropriate adults or material.  

Please talk to your child about not being part of a WhatsApp group with people they do not know and that any 
content can be screenshot so to be aware of their conduct whilst part of a wider group. 

This is from the National College; “WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps available and, as of 2024, 
has been made accessible to users as young as thirteen. With end-to-end encryption preventing even the platform 
itself from viewing any messages that users send on it, this app has been regularly utilised by those looking to keep 
their conversations private. 

Unfortunately, the service poses several risks to its younger users – from misinformation and 
bullying to potential criminal exploitation – and it’s vital that parents and educators understand 
these concerns and how to address them. The guide attached to this newsletter delves into the 
online safety risks of WhatsApp and offers expert advice on how to safeguard any young people 

who use the platform. 

Streamers 
Livestreaming is now a major part of children’s entertainment, evolving from gamers sharing screens into a 

booming industry with diverse personalities. While watching streamers can be entertaining, it comes with no small 

number of risks for children, such as misinformation, negative influences, and inappropriate content. With over 2.5 

million viewers on Twitch – the current most popular streaming platform – at any one time, the guide attached to 

this newsletter highlights the potential dangers associated with watching livestreams and the importance of staying 

informed. 
Online Safety Survey 

Internet Matters has published findings from its fourth digital wellbeing survey, an annual study looking at how 

children are affected by their experiences online. The survey of over 1,000 families looked at the positive and 

negative impact of digital technology on physical, emotional, social and developmental wellbeing.  

Key findings include an increasingly polarised online landscape in which the Internet is becoming more essential but 

also more distressing for children, although the positive impacts continue to outweigh the negatives.  

While the majority of children reported feeling safe online (77%), this is lower than the previous year (81%) with 

vulnerable children less likely to feel safe than their peers. 

The full report can be found here: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/press-release/children-experiencing-harm-online-in-the-uk-remains-

stubbornly-high/ 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/press-release/children-experiencing-harm-online-in-the-uk-remains-stubbornly-high/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/press-release/children-experiencing-harm-online-in-the-uk-remains-stubbornly-high/
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What is Triple P? 
Triple P is a parenting programme, but it doesn't tell you how to be a parent. It's more like a toolbox of ideas. You 
and your family choose the ideas you need. You decide the way you want to use them. It's all about making Triple P 
work for you. 

There are so many different types of Triple P and ways to do it. From popping into your local family hub for a quick 
tip sheet on toilet training, to a two-hour sleep workshop, seminar, online or longer face to face groups. 

We say parents-but what that means is parents, carers & supportive friends/relatives/professionals-it takes a village 
to raise a child. 
 

What is available in Dudley: 

You can get on and complete online on your own or with a friend/relative and get in touch if you get stuck with 
anything. Or you can complete the different programmes face to face or via Teams with support people. Some of 
the sessions are in a group and some done on an individual phone call. 

• Triple P - For parents of children aged 18 months to 11 years. (8 sessions) 
• Triple P TEEN - For parents of children aged 11-16. (8 sessions) 
• Triple P Transitions - for parents who are no longer together with the other parent of their child, if you are 

struggling with stress, anger etc and coping with a separation/divorce. (5 session) 
• Triple P Stepping Stones - For parents of a child with a disability aged 2 – 12. (9 sessions) 
• Triple P Fear - less - for parents of a child aged 6 plus who suffers with anxiety. (6 sessions) 
• Triple P for babies - For expecting parents or those with a baby up to one year old. (8 sessions) 
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Mental Health Ambassadors 
Miss Gregory has been working with Reflexions and a group of Year 5 and 6 children to set up a group of 

Mental Health Ambassadors. They have done an assembly for the children in school to explain who they are 

and how they can help in school. We look forward to seeing how their roles in school can help promote 

healthy minds and habits. 
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